
Model for Supporting Entrepreneurs & Innovators 
in Small and Rural Communities

Mantra = òWhatõs Next?ó

Contact :
Caroline Cummings

Venture Catalyst

caroline@oregonrain.org



www.oregonrain.org

What we do

Catalyze peopleand programsthat help 
advanceƻǳǊ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ startup economy.

Lane| Linn| Benton| Lincoln

People,  Programs & Capital
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Who we are

άBeen there, done that!έ

VAngel Investors

VMentors / Advisors

V{ŀƭŜǎ ϧ aŀǊƪŜǘƛƴƎ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭǎΧ
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We launched a New Fund!
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(Benton and Linn 

Counties)

(Lane County)
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(Lincoln County )

(Florence)

Coastal Pre -Xõs 

Launched

Mar 2017

Support 4 Accelerators in the Region
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Our Partners
Benton County *

Business Oregon *

Cascades West Council of Gov.

City of Albany *

City of Corvallis *

City of Eugene *

City of Florence *

City of Lincoln City *

City of Springfield *

City of Toledo *

Concentric Sky *

Corvallis Benton County ED Office

Corvallis Chamber of Commerce

Eugene Area Chamber of Commerce *

Ford Family Foundation *

Hatfield Marine Science Center

Lane County *

Lane Workforce Partnership *

Lincoln County ED Alliance

Lincoln County *

Linn County *

OEN/Oregon Community Foundation *

Oregon Pacific Bank *

Oregon State University *

Palo Alto Software *

Regional Solutions *

Small Business Development Centers

University of Oregon *

VOX Public Relations *

WIN/WAC/TAO

* Funding Partner
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Data reported from 
Founders 
(since mid 2013)

Data reported from 
Founders 
(since mid 2015)
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$12,700,000 $19,700,000

72 258 664

3895 186 82

Data through Mar 2017

(does not include Coastal 

Venture Catalyst data or Venture 

Catalyst data since Jul 16)
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Some highlights from the region

Å2 WAC 2016 winners were from RAIN Corvallis/Benton 
County: 
ÅAgility Robotics ($100K): Renting space in downtown Albany, sold 3 robots 

@ $250K/ea, 6 FTEs and adding more in June

ÅLevrum($500K): New CEO, built sales team/process, added new product 
features and customers, met all funding milestones)

ÅCo-ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ²!/ όфth annual)
ÅAnnounced $1M in funding
ÅWith Corvallis Chamber
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Some highlightsfrom the coastal region

ÅHired Coastal Venture Catalyst:
ÅDavidYoungentob (former Director of 

EntrepDev for Fertilab)
ÅLaunched ŎƻŀǎǘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ-ever Pre-

Accelerator for Startups (Newport and 
Florence)
Å11 central coast startups

ÅCoastal Demo Day: June 21st at FEC
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Register thru Jun 13 (free)
$12 thereafter: 

www.oregonrain.org

http://www.oregonrain.org/
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Governor visits 
Florence.

Shows support for 
RAIN.
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άwǳǊŀƭ 5ŀȅǎέ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ŀǇƛǘƻƭ

[photo above]

Left: Jesse Dolin, Founder of Stoney River 

Sinkers (Yachats)

Right: Riley Hoagland, Founder TreZureBay 

(Lincoln City)
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Got to:

goo.gl /9Yee4k
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The Model

Mantra = òWhatõs Next?ó

Contact :
Caroline Cummings

Venture Catalyst

caroline@oregonrain.org



The RAIN Model: rural entrepreneurial development outreach

Core 

Team òMeetupó
òCall of 

Interestó
Survey

òSeminaró Survey
Core 

Team

Other 

Programming

?

Media Promotion + Stakeholder Outreach + Talent & Capital Acquisition + Access to Mentors/Expertsé 
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Now in 5 small/rural communities
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